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to the principles on which war, and especially this
war should be conducted, Yorck maintaining that
care for the comfort of the soldier and for bringing
him to the greatest degree of efficiency was
absolutely essential if the best results were to be
achieved. Blucher, on the other hand, was more
of an opportunist; there were times when he would
have been willing to sacrifice almost the last man
and the last horse rather than allow the enemy
time to rest and recuperate. This was the atti-
tude, too, of Gneisenau so that Blucher was not
without strong support in his views.

Yorck had come to consider Blucher as an
unsound enthusiast whose capacity had been
overrated, whose popularity was undeserved. It
is safe to say that at the present juncture Yorck
was himself worn out with fatigue and more
irritable than usual. He attributed the sacrifice
of men on these awful night marches not to the
pursuance of a serious and consistent plan but
rather to mere blind ignorance and folly. So
finally his patience gave way entirely. He burst
into the room at Jauer where Blucher and Gneise-
nau were dining with their officers and cried out:
"You are destroying the troops, you are marching
them to no purpose!" It is quite true Yorck's
own corps had had particularly heavy losses; and
it is also true that after a long series of deadly
marches and counter-marches between the rivers
Katzbach and Bober, the army found itself
almost exactly at the point from which it had